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there is in Guatemala a mountain named Chinal Jul, which means, in the
native dialect, "the Marimba of the Ravines."

Other native instruments of Guatemala are common to all Central
America. They are the Zu or Xul, which is a vertical flute 5 a small wind
instrument named Tzijolaj; the Chirimia, which is the general name for
clarinet-like wind instruments j the Tun or Tefonaxtle, which is a drum
made of a hollowed-out tree trunk j and the Toty which is an incrustated
shell.

Jesus Castillo has classified the aboriginal melodies of the Quiche
Indians of Guatemala into six categories. The first is characterized by a
progression of five notes, in whole tones. The second and the third are
identical with four notes (the dominant, tonic, supertonic, and mediant)
of the major scale5 the fourth is a minor hexachord; the fifth is com-
posed of elements of major and minor scales j and the sixth represents the
descending scale in the Mixolydian mode, with a semitone below the final
note.

Six Basic Types of Quiche Melodies of Guatemala and Their Scale
Patterns (Castillo)

